Beyond Awards for Cub Scouts

Jon Metty 11/03

These are awards that go beyond the advancement awards. These can be done by the individual scout with their family, or with the Den. Many also can be earned by the Adult leader, so they can be worked on together. You can go to the following sites for more information:

· www.usscouts.org - A good starting point

· www.cubmaster.org - A sub-site of the above site
· http://usscouts.org/advancementTOC.asp - The Advancement Page
· Pack 311 Home Site and the links to the District and council pages.
Order of the Awards below (In no particular order…):

1. Religious Awards

2. Whittling Chip

3. WORLD CONSERVATION AWARD

4. Physical Fitness Award

5. Donor Awareness Patch

6. Crime Prevention Award

7. Emergency Preparedness Award

8. Internet Patch

9. Texas Patch (See Advancement Chair for hand-outs)

10. BSA Family Award

11. Boys' Life Reading Patch

12. Award Knots (Sorry, I couldn’t get the Photo’s, but you can go to [http://usscouts.org/awards/knots1.html] To view them

Religious Emblems for Cub Scouts

http://usscouts.org/advance/cubscout/religious.html -- http://www.praypub.org
"A Scout is reverent." All Scouts show this by being faithful in their duty to God. Some go further and give special service. This can qualify them for a religious emblem. Such an emblem is not a Scouting award. It is conferred on a Scout by his religious leader. Each faith has its own requirements for earning its emblem. Listed below are the TIGER CUB, CUB SCOUT, AND WEBELOS SCOUT emblems and where to find out about them. Before writing or visiting your local council service center, check with your religious leader. (Unless indicated otherwise below, awards listed may be earned by both Cub Scouts and Webelos Scouts, but not by Tiger Cubs)

Most of the awards consist of bar pins, ribbons, and pendants, and are worn on the uniform above the left pocket on formal occasions. In addition, the Religious Emblem Square knot, shown at the top of this page, may be worn on the uniform over the left pocket by youth or adults who earned any of the religious awards. One or more miniature devices are affixed to the knot to indicate which level(s) of the award was earned. The awards cover Hindu, Islamic, Jewish, Buddhist, most Christian Faiths, and others.

The Religious knot may be worn by any Scout or Scouter that completed a religious emblem program as a youth member. (Similar programs are administered by the religious organizations for Girl Scouting USA, 4-H, and Campfire) The actual administration of religious emblem programs is conducted by the Scout's religious organization. The religious organization usually presents the religious emblem upon completion of the religious emblem program. Units frequently honor the recipient with a presentation of the Universal Religious Emblem Square Knot. Only one youth award square knot is worn, no matter how many times the holder earns a second or subsequent religious award as a youth member. For subsequent awards, the Scout wears the appropriate devices on his square knot to indicate multiple awards.

Whittling Chip

Patch and Card. The scout signs an agreement to use Knives safely (See the agreement below).

In return for the privilege of carrying a pocketknife to designated Cub Scout functions, I agree to the following:

1. I will treat my pocketknife with the respect due a useful tool. 

2. I will always close my pocketknife and put it away when not in use. 

3. I will not use my pocketknife when it might injure someone near me. 

4. I promise never to throw my pocketknife for any reason. 

5. I will use my pocketknife in a safe manner at all times. 

CUB SCOUT 
WORLD CONSERVATION AWARD

The World Conservation Award is worn on the uniform shirt,
centered on the right pocket as a TEMPORARY patch.

Only ONE Temporary patch may be worn at a time, but Cub or Webelos Scouts may wear the Progress Through Ranks (Immediate Recognition) or Webelos Compass Points Emblem suspended from the right pocket button in addition to any temporary patch sewn on the pocket.

The World Conservation Award provides an opportunity for individual Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, Varsity Scouts, and Venturers to "think globally" and "act locally" to preserve and improve our environment. This program is designed to make youth members aware that all nations are closely related through natural resources and that we are interdependent with our world environment.

The Cub Scout version of the World Conservation Award can be earned by Wolf or Bear Cub Scouts, and by Webelos Scouts.

This award can be earned only once while you are in Cub Scouting 
(i.e. as either a Wolf Cub Scout, a Bear Cub Scout, or as a Webelos Scout).
As a Wolf Cub Scout, you can earn the Cub Scout World Conservation Award by doing the following: 

1. Complete achievement #7 - Your Living World 

2. Complete all Arrow Points in 2 of the following 3 Electives: 

· #13 - Birds 
· #15 - Grow Something 
· #19 - Fishing 
3. Participate in a den or pack conservation project in addition to the above 

As a Bear Cub Scout, you can earn the Cub Scout World Conservation Award by doing the following: 

1. Complete achievement #5 - SHARING YOUR WORLD WITH WILDLIFE 

2. Complete all requirements in 2 of the following 3 electives: 

· #2 - Weather 

· #12 - Nature Crafts 
· #15 - Water and Soil Conservation 
3. Participate in a den or pack conservation project in addition to the above 

As a Webelos Scout, you can earn the Cub Scout World Conservation Award by doing the following: 

1. Earn the Forester activity badge. 

2. Earn the Naturalist activity badge. 

3. Earn the Outdoorsman activity badge. 

4. Participate in a den or pack conservation project

Physical Fitness Award

The Physical Fitness Award is part of a BSA program of emphasis for Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, Venturers, and Leaders.  Details of the program are on-line, on the official BSA web site, and can be seen by clicking here. [http://www.scouting.org/pubs/19-327/index.html].

1. Complete a cardiovascular fitness evaluation/consultation with your personal health care provider. (This can be done as part of the examination required by any council-approved class 3 medical evaluation.) 

2. Using the BSA references listed after the seven major components(See Below), give a presentation to a BSA or other community youth group (at least eight youth participants) on cardiovascular fitness, diet, the health benefits of regular aerobic exercise, exercise recommendation for the Scout-age group, and healthy lifestyles. 

3. Review the BSA guidelines for the Athletics and other physical activity or personal fitness-oriented merit badge and explain steps you have taken to follow each of the guidelines for the fitness goals. Explain precautions to be taken for a physical fitness activity in each of the following: woods, fields, facilities, and waterfront. 

4. Explain to your mentor the symptoms of dehydration and hypothermia. Explain the special considerations for preventing dehydration and hypothermia. 

5. Properly outfit for physical activities with proper equipment, clothing, and footwear. Know your own capabilities and limitations. Illustrate how you would prepare for the physical fitness goals included in the award program. 

6. With supervision from your mentor or other qualified persons, set up a fitness goal-oriented plan using the seven major components of fitness. 

7. Demonstrate your ability to improve your strength, posture, endurance, agility, speed, accuracy, and balance with your own goal-oriented fitness plan.   

If you have completed the Physical Fitness Award requirements, you can download the application here. [http://www.scouting.org/pubs/19-327/application.pdf].

7 Major Components of Health:

The BSA Physical Fitness Award's core requirements are the following seven major components. They are used to measure an individual's improvement over time, not to establish an arbitrary minimum level of activity.

Posture 

Posture is evaluated with a posture-rating chart. The Scout or Scouter is compared to a photo of his or her starting posture, noting 13 different body segments. Each body segment is scored as a five, three, or one, making a possible range of scores from 13 to 65. Higher scores over time reflect improving posture.

Accuracy 

The target throw is used to measure accuracy. The Scout or Scouter makes 20 throws with a softball at a circular target and is scored on the number of times the target is hit.

Strength 

The sit-up is used to measure strength. The Scout or Scouter lies on his or her back with knees bent and feet on the floor. The arms are crossed on the chest with the hands on the opposite shoulders. The feet are held by a partner to keep them on the floor. Curl to the sitting position until the elbows touch the thighs. Arms must remain on the chest and chin tucked on the chest. Return to the starting position, shoulder blades touching the floor. The score is the number of sit-ups made in a given time.

Agility 

The side step is used to measure agility. Starting from a center line, the Scout or Scouter sidesteps alternately left and right between two lines 8 feet apart. He or she is scored on the number of lines crossed in 10 seconds.

Speed 

The dash is used to measure speed. The score is the amount of time to the nearest half-second running a set distance that can be increased each year.

Balance 

The squat stand is used to measure balance. The Scout or Scouter squats with hands on the floor and elbows against the inner knee. He or she leans forward until the feet are raised off the floor. The score is the number of seconds held in that position.

Endurance 

The squat thrust is used to measure endurance. The Scout or Scouter starts from the standing position. He or she performs the usual four-position exercise. The score is the number of completed squat thrusts made in a given time.

Some of these tests measure more than the components they represent. For example, the sit-ups, a measure of strength, also reflect some endurance because of their repetition. The squat stand requires balance, its major component, but also requires strength and endurance to support the weight of the body on the arms.

Cub Scouting

Tiger Cub Handbook
· Elective 37: Take a bike ride 

· Elective 40: Swimming-related activity

Wolf Cub Scout Book
· Achievement 1: All of them 

· Achievement 9: Ride a bike 

· Achievement 10b: Walk 

· Elective 7: Walk on stilts/puddle jumpers 

· Elective 20: Sports—boating, skiing, ice-skating, roller-skating, sprint start, standing long jump, soccer, baseball, basketball

Bear Cub Scout Book
· Achievement 14, 15: Bike riding, games 

· Achievement 16, 23: Building muscles, sports 

· Elective 5, 19: Boats, rowing, swimming 

· Elective 20: Sports—plus long and high jump

Webelos Scout Book
· Aquanaut: Swimming, boating 

· Athlete: Push- and pull-ups, curl-ups, standing long and vertical jump, 50- and 600-yard dash 

· Sportsman: Two team sports, two individual sports

Donor Awareness Patch
For a number of years, BSA has offered to Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts the Donor Awareness Patch shown above.  It is worn on the right pocket of the uniform as a temporary insignia.  BSA has reduced their emphasis on this program, but has not discontinued it completely.  The patch is still being produced, but some Scout Shops™ may not routinely stock the patch.  To avoid disappointing Scouts, CHECK FIRST to see if any are available in your area before promoting this program and patch.  Of course, promoting Donor Awareness is still a valid project for Scouts, and can be done, even without the opportunity to get this patch.

There are NO formal requirements for these patches.  Each Unit establishes the procedure for awarding the strip.  Usually, a Donor Awareness Patch is awarded to a Cub Scout or Boy Scout the first time he is successful in getting an adult family member, friend, relative, or other acquaintance to agree to become an organ donor, and to fill out and carry an Organ Donor Card.

Typically, a unit will award only ONE patch to a boy while a member of that unit.

Crime Prevention Award

The Crime Prevention Award is available to Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, Varsity Scouts, Venturers, Explorers, and participants in Learning for Life, as well as adults. ALL participants - including those not registered in Scouting or Learning for Life - are eligible to earn the Crime Prevention Award provided they fulfill the requirements of the two phases outlined below, and detailed on the appropriate application forms.  

The award can be earned at EACH Level, using different requirements.   The Award for completion of the requirements is the patch shown at the top of this page, and a wallet card, shown at the bottom of this page. In addition, a wall certificate is available for individuals, families, dens, packs, patrols, teams, crews, posts, or other groups who participate in the program.  The pin shown at the bottom of this page can be presented to youth and adults who participate in and/or give leadership to the program.

The patch is worn on the uniform shirt, centered on the right pocket as a TEMPORARY patch. Only ONE Temporary patch may be worn at a time. The pin is NOT worn on the uniform.

Phase I is basically an individual, or Youth and Family phase, and Phase II  is designed to be a group, or Youth and Unit phase.

Guidelines:  [http://usscouts.org/usscouts/advance/CrimePrevGuide1.html]

Requirements:

Phase I

Complete activities from the program book in which your son is working, as indicated below, and discuss how they relate to crime prevention in your family.

First Grade:
Tiger Cubs, BSA Family Activity Book
· "Know Your Family" - Hold a family meeting and discuss ideas from the "Youth" section in the Crime Prevention Award Guidelines for Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts.

· "Know Your Community" - Discuss how your family can better understand community resources related to crime prevention.

Second Grade:
Wolf Cub Scout Book
· "Know Your Home and Community", pages 60-63

· "Making Choices", pages 96-101

Third Grade:
The Bear Cub Scout Book
· "Law Enforcement is a Big Job", pages 58-63

· "Be a Leader", pages 154-157

Relate three of the requirements to crime prevention

Fourth - Fifth Grade:
Webelos Scout Book
· "Citizen", pages 156-177

· "Family Member", pages 208-226

Discuss items about drugs and crime, gangs and crime, graffiti and crime, peers and crime.

Phase II

Participate with your family, den, pack, or friends in a crime prevention project, either an original project or a project of a neighborhood- or community-based organization. (Before beginning the project, have the unit leader approve your choice.)

NOTE: This award can be earned at each grade level.

Emergency Preparedness Award

The Emergency Preparedness Award is part of a new BSA program of emphasis for Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, Venturers, and Leaders, in cooperation with the Federal Department of Homeland Security.  Details of the program are on-line, on the official BSA web site, and can be seen by clicking here.

Separate age appropriate requirements have been developed for Tiger Cubs, Wolf Cub Scouts, Bear Cub Scouts, Webelos Scouts, Boy Scouts and Varsity Scouts, Venturers and Sea Scouts, Unit Volunteer Scouters, and District/Council Volunteer Scouters.

All emergency activities carried out by Scouting units must be appropriate for the ages and abilities of the young people involved. Units should participate only under the supervision of their own leaders, and plans for unit help must be coordinated with community agencies responsible for disaster preparedness.
Tiger Cub Requirements

1. Complete Tiger Cub Achievement 3—Keeping Myself Healthy and Safe. This achievement covers a family fire plan and drill and what to do if separated from the family. 

2. Complete Tiger Cub Elective 27—Emergency! This elective helps a Tiger Cub be ready for emergencies and dangerous situations and has him discuss a family emergency plan with his family. 

3. With your parent or guardian's help, complete one of these three activities. 

· Take the American Red Cross First Aid for Children Today (FACT) course. 

·  Join a safe kids program such as McGruff Child Identification, Internet Safety, or Safety at Home. 

· Show and tell your family household what you have learned about preparing for emergencies. 

Wolf Cub Scout Requirements 

1. Complete Wolf Cub Scout Achievement 9*—Be Safe at Home and on the Street. This is a check of your home to keep it safe. 

2. Complete Wolf Cub Scout Elective 16*—Family Alert. This elective is about designing a plan for your home and family in case an emergency takes place. 

3. With your parent or guardian's help, complete one of the following activities that you have not already completed for this award as a Tiger Cub: 

· Take American Red Cross Basic Aid Training (BAT) to learn emergency skills and care for choking, wounds, nose bleeds, falls, and animal bites. This course includes responses for fire safety, poisoning, water accidents, substance abuse, and more. 

· Make a presentation to your family on what you have learned about preparing for emergencies. 

· Join a Safe Kids program such as McGruff Child Identification program. Put on a training program for your family or den on stranger awareness, Internet safety, or safety at home. 

* Achievement and elective numbers could change; the achievement or elective title determines what the requirement is. 

Bear Cub Scout Requirements 

1. Complete Bear Cub Scout Achievement 11*—Be Ready. The focus of this achievement is the best way to handle emergencies. 

2. Make a small display or give a presentation for your family or den on what you have learned about preparing for emergencies. 

3. With your parent or guardian's help, complete one of the following activities that you have not already completed for this award as a Tiger Cub or Wolf Cub Scout: 

· Take American Red Cross Basic Aid Training (BAT) to learn emergency skills and care for choking, wounds, nose bleeds, falls, and animal bites. This course includes responses for fire safety, poisoning, water accidents, substance abuse, and more.. 

· Put together a family emergency kit for use in the home. 

· Organize a safe kids program such as McGruff Child Identification program. Put on a training program for your family or den on stranger awareness, Internet safety, or safety at home. 

* Achievement and elective numbers could change; the achievement or elective title determines what the requirement is. 

Webelos Scout Requirements 

1. Earn the Readyman activity badge from the community badge group. 

2. Build a family emergency kit, with an adult family member participating in the project. 

3. With your parent or guardian's help, complete one of the following that you have not already completed for this award as a Tiger Cub or Wolf or Bear Cub Scout: 

· Take a first aid course conducted by your local American Red Cross chapter. 

· Give a presentation to your den on preparing for emergencies. 

· Organize a training program for your Webelos den on stranger awareness, Internet safety, or safety at home. 

Unit Volunteer Scouter Requirements 

This award is available to all registered Scouters who serve a unit, including all leaders and committee members. 

Do any three of the following: 

· Develop an emergency preparedness program plan and kit for your home and be sure all family members know the plan. 

· Participate actively in preparing an emergency plan of action for your Scouting unit meeting place. (This includes all locations where you might have a meeting.) 

· Put together a unit emergency kit to be kept at your unit meeting location. (This includes all locations where you might have a meeting.) 

· Take a basic first aid/CPR course, or participate as an active volunteer in a community agency responsible for disaster preparedness.

Leave No Trace
Awareness Award

The Leave No Trace Awareness Award is worn on the uniform shirt,
centered on the right pocket as a TEMPORARY patch.
Only ONE Temporary patch may be worn at a time.

Cub Scout Leave No Trace Pledge

I promise to practice the Leave No Trace frontcountry guidelines wherever I go:

1. Plan ahead. 

2. Stick to trails. 

3. Manage your pet. 

4. Leave what you find. 

5. Respect other visitors. 

6. Trash your trash. 

Tiger Cub Scout Requirements 

1. Discuss with your leader or parent/guardian the importance of the Leave No Trace frontcountry guidelines.  

2. Complete the activities for Achievement 5, Let's Go Outdoors. 

3.  Participate in a Leave No Trace-related service project.  

4. Promise to practice the Leave No Trace frontcountry guidelines by signing the Cub Scout Leave No Trace Pledge.  

5. Draw a poster to illustrate the Leave No Trace frontcountry guidelines and display it at a pack meeting.  



Wolf Cub Scout Requirements 

1. Discuss with your leader or parent/guardian the importance of the Leave No Trace frontcountry guidelines. 

2. On three separate outings, practice the frontcountry guidelines of  Leave No Trace. 

3. Complete Achievement 7, "Your Living World." 

4. Participate in a Leave No Trace - related service project. 

5. Promise to practice Leave No Trace frontcountry guidelines by signing the Cub Scout Leave No Trace Pledge. 

6. Draw a poster to illustrate the Leave No Trace frontcountry guidelines and display it at a pack meeting. 



Bear Cub Scout Requirements 

1. Discuss with your leader or parent/guardian the importance of the Leave No Trace frontcountry guidelines. 

2. On three separate outings, practice the frontcountry guidelines of  Leave No Trace. 

3. Complete Achievement 12, "Family Outdoor Adventures." 

4. Participate in a Leave No Trace - related service project. 

5. Promise to practice Leave No Trace frontcountry guidelines by signing the Cub Scout Leave No Trace Pledge. 

6. Draw a poster to illustrate the Leave No Trace frontcountry guidelines and display it at a pack meeting. 



Webelos Scout Requirements 

1. Discuss with your leader or parent/guardian the importance of the Leave No Trace frontcountry guidelines. 

2. On three separate outings, practice the frontcountry guidelines of  Leave No Trace. 

3. Earn the Outdoorsman activity badge. 

4. Participate in a Leave No Trace - related service project. 

5. Promise to practice Leave No Trace frontcountry guidelines by signing the Cub Scout Leave No Trace Pledge. 

6. Draw a poster to illustrate the Leave No Trace frontcountry guidelines and display it at a pack meeting. 



Cub Scout Leader Requirements 

1. Discuss with your den's Cub Scouts or your pack's leaders the importance of the Leave No Trace frontcountry guidelines. 

2. On three separate outings demonstrate and practice the frontcountry guidelines of Leave No Trace. 

3. Participate in presenting a den, pack, district, or council awareness session on Leave No Trace frontcountry guidelines. 

4. Participate in a Leave No Trace-related service project. 

5. Commit yourself to the Leave No Trace frontcountry guidelines by signing the Cub Scout Leave No Trace Pledge. 

6. Assist at least three boys in earning Cub Scouting's Leave No Trace Awareness Award. 

	The Internet Scout Patch: http://usscouts.org/tradingpost/internetscoutpatch-earnit.asp

The U.S. Scouting Service Project encourages Scouts and Scouters from around the world to learn about the Internet and how to use the Internet safely. Scouts and Scouters that have earned our Internet Scout Patch may wear it proudly as a temporary patch on the Scout Uniform. We are leaving it up to the Scout Leaders to insure that the requirements have been met. 

NOTE: 

Though it should go without saying, the patch is NOT an official award or emblem of the BSA. The patch may be worn by Scouts and Scouters as a temporary emblem to signify their education about the role of the Internet and the World Wide Web in particular as it relates to Scouting. It may also be worn on patch vests or jackets at the personal option of the Scout or Scouter. 

ORDERING THE PATCHES

Order any quantity at $3.50 each. Get 10 or more and also receive a free mentor patch (one free per every 10 youth patches ordered). Order the Youth Patch(es) Now! 

Please allow up to one to two weeks for delivery. Orders are fulfilled by Honor Publishing Companythrough their on-line Bookstore at www.ScoutingBooks.com.


THE TEXAS BADGE

	1. QUALIFICATIONS: 

1. Be an active Cub Scout or Webelos Scout registered in a Pack in Texas (Tiger Cubs and adults are not eligible). 

2. STATE SYMBOLS: 

1. Name the state bird, state flower, and state motto. (see Texas Flag) 

2. Sing or recite the words of "Texas, Our Texas". 

3. STATE HISTORY: 

1. Draw the first six flags of Texas. Tell something important that happened when Texas was under each flag. (see Six Texas Flags) 

2. Name a famous Texan. Tell why the person is famous, and what you like or dislike about him or her. (see Texans) 

3. Visit an historic place in Texas. Tell about the important events which happened there. (see Attractions) 

4. STATE CULTURE: 

1. Read a story about any Texas subject (fiction or non-fiction). Tell what you learned from the story. (see Library Books at Walker Station - Select Walker Station at the bottom of the SEARCH RESULTS page or you will get all of FBISD.) 

2. Find out about the Indians who lived near your community at any time. Tell about some of their history and customs. 

If you have already done any of these requirements for another Cub Scout or Webelos Scout award, you must do something different for the Texas Badge. For example, if you visited an historical place for another Cub Scout or Webelos Scout award, you should visit a different historical place for the Texas Badge.


	Indians
Indian days. When the first Europeans arrived, about 30,000 Indians lived in what is now Texas. The largest group was the Caddo Indians, in the eastern part of the region. These Indians lived in permanent homes and were farmers. Some of the Caddo (296 K image ) tribes, including the Nacogdoches, Nasoni, and Neche, formed a league called the Hasinai Confederacy. The Arkokisa, Attacapa (236 K image), Karankawa, and other smaller tribes lived along the coast. The Coahuiltecan Indians occupied south Texas. Warlike Lipan Apache lived on the Edwards Plateau in the west.Comanche and Tonkawa Indians roamed the Rolling Plains and the Prairie Plains. See Texas Indians [http://www.texasindians.com/]for more info


BSA Family Award

Families are the basis of society. It is in the family that a child learns at an early age about love, values, social interactions, self-esteem, and preparation for today's world. Today's' family has been targeted as vital to the future of our nation and our world. 

The Boy Scouts Of America has a deep interest in the strength of the family. Scouting's aim is to develop boys, young men, and young women into participating citizens of good character who are physically, spiritually, and mentally fit. 

Through the Scouting movement, the Boy Scouts Of America can help parents to meet these challenges. The organization recognizes that it is the responsibility of parents to teach their children; however, Scouting is an available resource that can help today's families accomplish worthy goals while building and strengthening relationships among family members. 

The BSA Family Book  [The "BSA Family Book" is a vital tool for participation in this program. It is available at your local Council's Boy Scouts Trading Post, and at National Scout Shops. Ask for BSA Publication Number 33102. (ISBN 0-8395-3012-9) The current printing is 1992 (but watch for newer releases.) It is priced at approximately $3.75 (USD) + tax.  ] has two major goals: to strengthen families and to encourage family involvement in Scouting. It is written for all parents to use, regardless of their circumstances. The material will help a single father or mother, a two parent family, and grandparents or other adults to teach children in the home. 

A weekly "Family Talk" is suggested and provides family members an opportunity to learn and to practice relationship skills that will strengthen individuals as well as the family. Each 'Family Talk' has suggested ideas and activities. The parent should select the ones that meet the specific needs of the family. Family members may wish to create or use some of their own activities to help the children practice a relationship skill. 

"Family Talks" can be used in family talk sessions. However, it is hoped that as parents study the material under each topic, they will find ways of using these skills in their daily relationships with family members. Many of the ideas can be used, while riding in the car, during mealtimes, to provide activities for children when there is nothing to do, to initiate discussions in family councils' or as part of other family communications. In other words, family members can creatively adapt the materials and activities to meet their needs and use them to strengthen relationships within their family. Each topic is designed to build family relationships and strengthen your family. 

A family may earn the "BSA Family Award." (consisting of: the Award Patch, the Award Pin, and the Award Certificate) The experiences family members share as they complete the requirements for, the family award will enrich family living and strengthen family relationships. The family will complete, within a 12 month period, five requirements to earn the award. Two of the requirements are mandatory and three may be the family's choice. Families who are registered for several years may earn the award more than once. For each 12-month period that the family completes the necessary requirements, the family may qualify to receive the "BSA Family Award. Each time the award is earned, the family will receive a BSA Family Award Certificate. The certificate will indicate the 12-month period in which the family completed the requirements. 

When the family has completed the necessary requirements, the parent should sign the certificate and notify the pack committee member responsible for the BSA Family program. The pack committee member should sign the certificate and make arrangements to present the certificate to the family. The certificate may be presented to the family at a monthly pack meeting or at another time. The certificate could be mailed to the family, if necessary. 

Making "Family Talks" Successful 
It is important that your family work together, play together, learn together, and worship together, but it is even more important how you do each of these things together on a daily basis. Family talks are meant to stimulate a desire in parents to teach their children relationship skills. But it must be realized that the family talks are just the beginning. For example, if parents choose to help the family with the relationship skill of loving, then they, the parents, must show love in the home from day to day or the teaching will be superficial and never really get through to their children. 

Plan and prepare well for each family talk. Designate a regular day or evening each week for a family talk. Mark it on the family calendar. Determine the time. For example: Will it be held for an hour, or 1-1/2 hours? 

Assess the needs of your family as you consider topics for family talks. Select a topic and your activities. Activities should be planned for the family talk session and for application during the week. Follow an outline. Include a summary and a challenge for each family talk. Make assignments to family members. Who will conduct the topic discussion, lead the activities, and prepare visual aids (if needed)? 

Involving family members in preparing for family talks will contribute to their success. Be flexible. Whatever you do as you use this book, be flexible and a(bust it to your family needs. You may want to use a topic for 2 weeks in succession or use it once now and come back to it in a month or two. Pick the topics and use them in the order that best fits the needs of your family. How much of the material in the book you use is your choice. Substituting stories and examples of your own may be better than using the ones from the book. 

Save your visual aids. Preserve any pictures or other items you make for the family talk. Get a large envelope to store everything that you want, to save. Save word strips and similar visual aids in smaller envelopes that will fit into the larger one you have prepared. Relax and enjoy it. The most important thing your children will remember is the positive feeling they get from the family talks. Be sure the atmosphere is one of love, understanding, and enjoyment. It is more important to have a good time with one another than to get through the topic selected. Don't be afraid to relax and enjoy your time together. 

16th Annual Boys' Life Reading Contest!

Write a one-page report titled "The Best Book I Read This Year" and enter it in the Boys' Life 2003 "Say Yes to Reading!" contest.

The book can be fiction or nonfiction. But the report has to be in your own words—500 words tops. Enter in one of these three age categories:

· 8 years old and younger, 

· 9 and 10 years old, 

· 11 years and older.

First-place winners in each age category will receive a $100 gift certificate good for any product in the Boy Scouts Official Retail Catalog. Second-place winners will receive a $75 gift certificate, and third-place winners a $50 certificate.

Everyone who enters will get a free patch like the square one above. (And, yes, the patch is a temporary insignia, so it can be worn on the Boy Scout uniform shirt, on the right pocket. Proudly display it there or anywhere!) In coming years, you'll have the opportunity to earn the other patches.

The contest is open to all Boys' Life readers. Be sure to include your name, address, age and grade in school on the entry.

Send your report, along with a business-size, self-addressed, stamped envelope, to:

Boys' Life Reading Contest, S306
P.O. Box 152079
Irving, TX 75015-2079

Entries must be postmarked by Dec. 31, 2003.

AWARDS – KNOTS

http://usscouts.org/awards/knots1.html
	ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS

	[image: image1]
	Arrow of Light - Worn by adults who earned the Arrow of Light as a youth member.
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	Eagle Scout - Worn by adults who earned the rank of Eagle Scout as a youth member.

	LEADERSHIP & TRAINING AWARDS
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	Tiger Cub Den Leader Award- One year of tenure and other requirements.
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	Den Leader Award - One year of tenure and other requirements.
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	Webelos Den Leader - One year of tenure and other requirements.

	[image: image6]
	Den Leader Coach Award - Two years of tenure and other requirements.

	[image: image7]
	Cubmaster Award - Two years tenure and other requirements.
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	Cub Scouter Award - Two years tenure and other requirements.

	RELIGIOUS AWARDS
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	Youth Religious Emblem - Worn by youth and adult members who received a religious emblem as a youth member.
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	Adult Religious Award - Worn by adults who received religious awards as an adult.


